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What is rural addressing?

Rural addressing is a simple, straight-forward
method of identifying, locating and addressing
properties in rural areas throughout Australia. It
conforms to Australian Standard AS/NZ 4819:2003,
which is based upon a model developed by ANZLIC
— the Spatial Information Council.

In Queensland, the responsibility for implementing
rural addressing lies with local government.

How does it work?

Rural addressing is a distance based measurement system that allocates each rural
property a unique address, based on the distance of the property entrance from the
assigned starting (or datum) point of the road. This is usually an intersection or junction, but
can also be the centre of a town. Rural addresses are continuous for the full length of the
road irrespective of local government boundaries.

The rural address number is determined by dividing the distance to the property entrance
(measured in metres) by 10. Odd numbers are allocated to properties on the left with even
numbers being given to properties on the right as one proceeds away from the starting point
of the road. The number is displayed at the entrance to the property in accordance with the
standard.

Example of a rural address

A property located 1560 metres along the left-hand side of Smith Road is humbered 155.
This means the property is located 1.55kms along Smith Road.
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Why rural addressing is needed?

The difficulty of addressing and locating rural
properties has unfortunately been accepted as a
part of life for rural communities for far too long.

Examples of people giving directions such as ‘turn
left at the old gum tree, and then right at the forty-
four gallon drum’ are commonplace. When you
combine this with official addresses relying on lot
numbers and old property names the situation
becomes totally unacceptable.

The ‘old method’ relied heavily on local knowledge and is incompatible with today’s demands
on addressing protocols that must link to computer dispatch systems. It is particularly
important that rural properties be numbered in a consistent and logical way to assist
emergency service providers, who now rely heavily on computer dispatch systems.

Additionally inadequate property numbering also affects the service provided by public
utilities, commercial deliveries and even visitors to the area.

What are the benefits?

Rural residents have a logically established address

There is improved response to emergency situations

It helps local governments in the delivery of services and administration

It assists with mail and other service deliveries including medical and vet services
It creates a vital database for a wide range of government agencies

It eliminates duplicate datasets, supporting the collection of vital statistics

Support for rural addressing

Support for rural addressing is widespread and includes:
Local Government Association of Queensland
Queensland State Government
Local Governments
Australia Post
Telecommunication providers
Emergency service providers
Energy suppliers
Residents that have their properties addressed

Status report

The latest status report on the project in Queensland is available on the Queensland Spatial
Information Council web site at www.gsic.qld.gov.au.
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